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men their own free-will may not be the dominating principle,,
so that every attitude is purposefully chosen by themselves.
I do not believe that any one reaches, or ever has reached this
godlikeness; but I know that many strive after this ideal,
being possessed with the heroic idea of absolute freedom. In
one way or another, all men are dependent—all are in some
way limited, since none are gods.
Our consciousness does not express the sum total of our
human nature; it is and remains only a part. As you will
remember, in the introductory part of my lecture I indicated
the possibility that the ego-consciousness was not the only
consciousness in our system, but might perhaps be subordinate
to a wider consciousness, just as simpler complexes are sub-
ordinate to the ego-complex.
I would not know how td prove that a consciousness
higher or wider than the ego-consciousness exists in us,
but if it does exist, it must necessarily disturb the ego-
consciousness acutely. A simple example will make clear what
I mean: let us imagine that our optical system had its own
consciousness and was therefore a kind of personality which
could be called the ' eye-personality'. The ' eye-personality '
has, let us say, discovered a beautiful view in the admiration
of which it becomes absorbed. Now the auditory system
suddenly hears the signal of an automobile. This apper-
ception remains unconscious to the optical system. From
the ego there now follows an order to the muscles, again in
a way unconscious to the optical system, to move the body
to another position in space. Through this movement
the object is suddenly taken away from the eye-consciousness.
If the eyes could think, they would naturally come to the
conclusion that the light-world was subject to all sorts of
obscure disturbances.
Something of this sort must happen if a wider conscious-
ness exists, a consciousness which, as I suggested before,
would be a record-image of the whole man. Are there in
fact such obscure disturbances which no will can control

